
Welcome to the second edition of 

the Mopsies Gazette; the official 

newspaper of the Basildon & 

Pitsea Cricket Club. 

 

As 2013 draws to a close, every-

one on the committee wish you a 

very merry Christmas, and lets 

hope that 2014 becomes a very 

successful year, not only for the 

club but for all our members. 

 

We look forward to seeing you all 

at the AGM in January, at winter 

nets and at Mopsies in the spring. 

Welcome! 

All members should have re-

ceived the agenda for the 2014 

Annual General Meeting, which 

will be held at the clubhouse on 

Friday January 10th. 

The committee really want to 

hear your views on all cricket and 

club related matters, so it really is 

a perfect opportunity for you to 

come and share your thoughts 

and views. 

The 2013 end of season awards 

will finish off the evening, and 

the bar will be open. 

As mentioned in the agenda, if 

any members wish to stand for 

any of the committee roles, or as 

a captain for the 2014 season, it 

will help if you advise the com-

mittee prior to January 5th; as 

you can see we have a lot to get 

through so it will be a busy 

night! 

Also, if you want to raise any 

subjects, please can you send 

them through prior to 5th Janu-

ary; we can then ensure every-

thing is covered on the night. 

AGM 

• AGM is January 10th 2014 

at the clubhouse 

• Elec�on of captains and 

officers for 2014 season 

• 2013 end of season 

awards will finish the 

evening 

• Bar will be open 

Did you know? 
In a one day game played between the West Indies vs. England at Scarborough in 1976, a throw from the 

boundary by Michael Holding hit one set of stumps and went on to hit the other set. Both batsmen were 

out of their creases but the umpire was too confused as to what was going on to give either ‘out’! 
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Roger Edson 
negotiating with Council and 

contractors to deliver the club-

house on time and in budget. He 

also ensured the clubhouse 

opening was one to remember 

by getting Stuart Turner and 

Brian Hardie to officially open up 

for us. 

It is with deep sadness that the 

Club learnt of the death or Roger 

Edson, former player and Club 

Chairman who lost his battle with 

cancer on the 11th December. 

 

Roger was key to delivering our 

new clubhouse back in 1982; 

Roger’s funeral will be held on 

January 2nd; more details on the 

club website. Our thoughts go to 

Roger’s widow Brenda and his 

family at this time. 

 



The Club have recently joined 

forces with Serious Cricket to 

open an online club shop, where 

our members can purchase not 

only the new B&PCC branded 

playing and training kit, but also 

bats, pads etc at very competitive 

prices. 

Ordering can be done via the 

main Basildon & Pitsea CC web-

site, but clicking on the menu tab 

marked “Club Shop”, and Serious 

Cricket aim to deliver your order 

to any UK address within 5 days. 

As part of the deal agreed with 

Serious Cricket, the club will 

receive commission on every 

order made through the Club 

Shop,  be it playing kit or any of 

the other equipment on offer. 

The shop is already open for 

equipment, with the playing and 

training kit being available to-

wards the end of December. 

Serious Cricket already supply o 

over 100 clubs nationally, as well 

as District and County sides, so 

we hope you will be happy with 

the quality of the kit and service; 

however if you have any com-

plaints please contact Dave 

Ayres.   

other hand it was an accident 

then play would continue as 

normal.  

 

Situation no2; You are standing 

at square leg.  A batsman, who 

has a runner, is preparing to take 

strike and is within his ground as 

the ball is delivered, however his 

runner is standing some 6 inches 

in front of the popping crease. 

The wicket-keeper notices this 

and fairly puts down the wicket 

and appeals for a stumping. How 

should you answer the appeal 

and why?  

 

The injured striker cannot be 

given out stumped as he is with-

in his ground.  However, his run-

ner can be dismissed 'run 

out'.  In this scenario the injured 

striker is out 'run out'.  

 

With more accuracy than an 

Australian snicko, here are the 

answers to last time’s posers, and 

a couple more to put that MCC 

lawbook you get for Christmas to 

the test !! 

 

Last time round, Dicky posed the 

following, with the answers in 

green.  

 

Situation no 1; The non-striker, 

holding his gloves, drops one of 

them and the ball in play touches 

it. What action, if any, should you 

take? If this happened while the 

batsmen were running will the 

runs count? 

 

It depends on whether the drop-

ping of the glove was a deliber-

ate wilful act by the batsman.  If 

so he would be given out 

'obstructing the field'.  If on the 

So, how did you do? If you are 

ready, here are this month’s 

posers.  Answers next time 

round. 

 

Situation no1; A bowler runs up 

and delivers the ball but before it 

reaches the batsman it is inter-

cepted by a fielder at silly mid 

off.  He notices that the batsman 

is out of his ground and throws 

the ball at the stumps and dis-

lodges one of the bails.  The 

fielding side appeal for a 'run 

out'.  What is the correct deci-

sion?  

 

Question no1; What four signals 

made by an umpire must also be 

accompanied by a call?  

 

New club shop 

You’re the umpire 

however the League worked out 

the points on an average basis, 

and this placed the team in ei-

ther 2nd or 3rd place, depending 

on which way you worked the 

average ! 

This lead to a period of uncer-

tainty as to whether we had gone 

up or not; however when the 

League published the constitu-

tion of the leagues on their web-

site last week, the 4th XI had 

been moved into Division 2. 

The achievement is even more 

remarkable given that during the 

season Erskine had used a num-

ber of our youth team players, 

some of which had never played 

open-age cricket up to this point. 

Well done to Erskine and the 4th 

XI squad on their promotion. 

 

 

4th XI Promoted 

Rather belatedly, the League 

have confirmed that Erskine 

Peters’ 4th XI have been promot-

ed to the SNEL 4th XI Division 2 

for next season, after their fine 

performances last season. 

Due to Pegasus & Corringham 

dropping out of the 4th XI Divi-

sion 3 before a ball was bowled 

last season, and the intricacies of 

the fixture list, Erskine’s team 

ended up playing one game less 

than those teams around us, 

 

“Serious Cricket offer good quality 

kit at competitive prices; and each 

purchase made through the club 

shop earns the Club commission” 
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U12 indoor team bode well for future 

Key dates for 2014 

Cricke'orce 2014 

The club’s under 12 indoor 6-a-

side team (members of which are 

shown on the right) finished 

runners up in the SEDCB indoor 

U12 league this winter, the final 

games being played last Friday at 

the Hathaway Academy in Grays. 

Mike Blerkom and Paul Singleton 

have been running the team, 

which is made up of a number of 

the 2013 U11 squad, and the 

team won all their 6 matches in 

the league, missing out on top 

spot by virtue of the fact that we 

took just 1 less wicket than the 

eventual winners Thurrock. 

A number of the current team 

will be available still for U11 duty 

in 2014, and also U12 indoor 

duty this time next year; so 

hopefully we can go 1 wicket 

better next winter, and bring 

home the trophy the boys de-

serve! 

 Left to right; Charlie Blerkom, George Borley, Nadeem Sadath,  

Travis Singleton, Daniel Blerkom, Sam Good 

our event over the first weekend 

of April. 

We have some ambitious plans 

for this year, and would welcome 

any of our members and their 

friends and families to come over 

to Mopsies and pitch in and help. 

This year we plan to; re-decorate 

the clubhouse (including the 

ladies loo), re-site the notice 

board and re-establish the dart-

board, clean down and repair the 

site screens and our big project 

is to convert the garage into an 

umpires changing room. 

If you can help over the week-

end, either by giving a hand or 

by donating some materials to 

the event, then please contact 

Dave Ayres. 

NatWest CricketForce encour-

ages cricket supporters to give 

back to their local cricket club by 

volunteering to undertake reno-

vation work in club houses and 

grounds, typically over a specific 

weekend before the season 

starts. 

For 2014, we have registered for 

Cricketforce, and plan to hold 

Woodlands School.  Emails will 

be sent out nearer the time. 

 

Currently, we plan to have our 

Cricketforce weekend on the 5th 

and 6th April 2014; further de-

tails will follow. 

 

As mentioned above, the 1st XI 

kick of their season at home to 

Our first key date in 2014 is our 

Annual General Meeting, which 

will be held at the clubhouse on 

Friday 10th January 2014, start-

ing at 7:30pm.  We will be pre-

senting the 2013 end of season 

awards at this meeting also. 

 

Winter Nets will commence on 

Friday 14th February 2014 at The 

Hornchurch in the Dukes League 

Cup on April 26th at Mopsies. 

 

Finally for now, our Sunday 25th 

May  2014 will be the date for 

our President’s Day, a very 

much welcomed date put back in 

the diary. 
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to play the winners of Chelms-

ford versus Loughton in round 

two.  The first round game is on 

April 26th, and the second round 

May 3rd. 

In the Dukes Essex T20 Competi-

tion, we have been drawn in 

Group G, and have games 

against Upminster and Hadleigh 

& Thundersley at home, and trips 

away to Westcliff and Southend 

on Sea EMT to complete the 

group.  As soon as dates are 

available for these games, they 

will be posted on the club web-

site and play cricket site. 

We are rapidly approaching the 

SNEL fixtures being published for 

the year; however the league 

have already published details of 

the first and second rounds of 

the Dukes League Cup matches, 

and also the groups for the 

Dukes Essex T20 Competition. 

Starting with the Dukes League 

Cup, Basildon & Pitsea have been 

drawn at home to Hornchurch in 

the first round, with the winners 

League Cup and T20 draws 


